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HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOMS 
 
PROBLEM 
Most algae in New York State is harmless.  However, under certain conditions, blue-green algae 
can multiply rapidly and form dense concentrations called Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs). 
Exposure to HABs can result in health problems, including diarrhea, nausea, skin irritation, and 
breathing difficulties.  Consuming water that contains high levels of HABs can cause liver and 
kidney damage. 
 
By depleting the water of oxygen, HABs can also cause environmental problems.  These blooms 
may kill fish, cause unpleasant odors, disrupt aquatic food webs, and degrade aesthetics. The 
presence of HABs has the potential to negatively impact tourism and recreation, economic 
development, real estate values, rental businesses, and tax revenue.  Unfortunately, HABs are 
already present in several Upstate New York bodies of water. 
 

2018 EXECUTIVE BUDGET PROPOSAL 
Governor Cuomo proposes a $65 million, 4-point initiative to aggressively combat HABs in 
Upstate New York by targeting 12 priority lakes that are vulnerable to HABs and are critical 
sources of drinking water or vital tourism drivers. 
 
The State’s Water Quality Rapid Response Team, national experts, and local stakeholders will 
collaboratively develop action plans to identify factors fueling HABs. The State will provide 
$500,000 per lake to develop immediate action plans to reduce sources of pollution that spark 
algal blooms. The State will provide nearly $60 million in competitive grant matching funding to 
implement the plans.  
 

2018 LEGISLATIVE BUDGET PROPOSALS 
The Assembly provides language to ensure that any water body in New York State will be eligible 
for the $65 million for projects to combat harmful algal blooms, expanding eligibility beyond 
twelve priority lakes identified by the Executive.    
 
The Senate supports a $65 million, four-point initiative to combat harmful algal blooms but has 
concerns with the transparency of the nomination process. To ensure the lakes with the greatest 
need are awarded funding to implement the Action Plans, the Senate proposes to require that, 
no later than 10 days after a decision has been made on which lakes will receive funding to 
implement the Action Plans, the commissioners of the Department of Environmental 
Conservation, Department of Health, and Department of Agriculture and Markets deliver a  
report on the nomination process with a detailed description of how each lake was chosen to the 
Governor and Legislature. Additionally, the report would be posted on the DEC website. 
 

COUNTY RECOMMENDATION 
NYSAC supports the Assembly proposal to make any water body affected by HABs eligible for 
funding. Like the 12 priority lakes identified by the Governor, Canandaigua Lake, Keuka Lake, 
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Seneca Lake, and other waterbodies across the state are critical sources of drinking water and/or 
vital tourism drivers that have been affected by HABs. The counties containing these 
waterbodies should be included in the development and implementation of action plans and 
priority projects. 
 
We also support making all counties affected by HABs eligible for grant funding for monitoring 
and treatment technologies. We also encourage the Legislature to relax the matching provisions 
in budget language. This inclusion is important to protecting the health of New York State 
residents and our local economies. 
 

FY 2019 ENACTED BUDGET 
The State will implement a $65 million initiative to combat harmful algal blooms (HABs) in 
Upstate New York water bodies using resources from the Clean Water Infrastructure Act and the 
Environmental Protection Fund. The resources will be used to develop action plans to reduce 
sources of pollution that spark algal blooms and provide grant funding to implement the action 
plans, including the installation of new monitoring and treatment technologies. Grants will be 
available to all waterbodies impacted by HABs and go through existing grant programs, 
including the Consolidated Funding Application (CFA). 

 
For more information on the county position regarding this issue, visit www.nysac.org or  

call 518-465-1473 to speak to Alexandra LaMonte, NYSAC Research Analyst. 
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